
 

Hong Kong's Pork Situation     
 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004(f) 
(1,000 tons; CWE)        
Production  175 161 161 161 165 147 146 146 
Imports  171 207 217 247 260 275 302 335 
Consumption  346 368 378 408 425 422 448 481 
 

 
 
With the disruptions in beef and poultry supplies, Hong Kong’s 2004 pork trade is expected to 
remain vigorous as imports are forecast to increase by more than 10 percent.  Although growth in 
pork demand could taper later in the year if beef and poultry meat supplies increase, the Hong 
Kong pork market is forecast to import 335,000 tons of pork in 2004.  It is estimated that about 
19 percent of Hong Kong’s pork imports will be re-exported, primarily to China.  The USDA 
forecast for Hong Kong does not include re-exports.  This re-export trade however continues to 
decline, as more and more shipments appear to be going directly into northern China instead of 
through Hong Kong.  China and Brazil are Hong Kong’s two largest suppliers, each respectively 
accounting for 43 percent and 20 percent of all imports.  Brazilian pork has been very competitive 
both in price and in meeting the gradually more exacting retail specifications. 
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I m ports By Origin



Origin 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Australia 0 393 822 541 228 102 99
Canada 692 1,599 98 0 0 4 0
China 0 33 157 79 17 144 309
EU-15 280 2,644 136 138 0 10 6
Thailand 0 2,420 773 6,221 9,228 11,222 7,792
United States 201 479 98 18 20 16 17
Others 0 27 15 2 1 1 1
Total 1,173 7,595 2,099 6,999 9,494 11,499 8,224

US market share 17% 6% 5% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Origin 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Australia 29 103 55 55 326 492 388
Brazil 24,540 33,553 33,403 42,132 37,312 42,587 45,944
Canada 5,088 9,257 10,442 8,474 10,095 9,420 9,420
China 31,604 29,287 37,500 42,215 53,493 64,796 76,775
EU-15 11,598 31,656 41,417 48,562 42,625 37,905 44,113
South Korea 0 21 0 193 501 0 0
Taiwan 1 1,581 0 2 4 0 3
Thailand 841 1,277 123 920 961 862 1,653
United States 4,592 6,223 3,117 3,387 4,151 1,856 1,908
Vietnam 4,472 6,864 5,003 7,745 11,366 9,780 9,055
Others 77 324 196 320 352 413 2,817
Total 82,842 120,146 131,256 154,005 161,186 168,111 192,076

US market share 6% 5% 2% 2% 3% 1% 1%

Prepared
Origin 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Australia 15 22 19 18 64 43 43
Brazil 2,525 2,940 2,975 3,192 3,776 5,088 4,973
Canada 1,455 1,218 1,012 667 702 506 362
China 27,707 25,437 27,084 26,364 27,590 28,028 32,876
EU-15 3,787 3,754 3,375 3,587 3,802 3,259 15,638
Japan 718 682 396 356 308 348 386
Taiwan 194 833 426 359 405 263 309
United States 3,734 3,349 3,065 3,078 3,136 3,176 3,106
Vietnam 1 37 59 61 69 76 54
Others 574 695 633 591 887 1,050 863
Total 40,710 38,967 39,044 38,273 40,739 41,837 58,610

US market share 9% 9% 8% 8% 8% 8% 5%

Grand Total 124,725 166,708 172,399 199,277 211,419 221,447 258,910

Re-Exports 11,419 29,632 28,733 36,151 39,228 39,117 58,725
Tot. Imports Adj. 113,306 137,076 143,666 163,126 172,191 182,330 200,185

US market share 8% 7% 4% 4% 4% 3% 3%

Source: Hong Kong Customs

Frozen

Hong Kong
PORK IMPORTS

(in metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled



Hong Kong
PORK RE-EXPORT

(in metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Destination 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
China 0 1,185 4,118 1,017 321 392 138 589
Others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24
Total 0 1,185 4,118 1,017 321 391 138 613

Frozen
Destination 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
China 1,825 4,766 20,714 22,688 30,077 33,478 30,292 39,648
Korea, South 0 4 0 4 0 0 0 0
Macau 1,091 1,442 2,074 1,922 2,801 2,333 3,611 3,416
Thailand 9 0 0 9 0 0 0 0
Others 57 3 0 1 0 72 83 4
Total 2,982 6,215 22,788 24,624 32,878 35,883 33,986 43,068

Prepared
Destination 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
China 659 1,752 1,044 1,262 1,331 2,167 4,261 4,221
Costa Rica 10 7 4 4 13 3 0 0
EU-15 132 11 0 4 11 0 0 0
Indonesia 123 258 0 37 181 1 11 12
Japan 27 115 40 71 41 40 11 5
Korea, South 1 1 1 0 11 0 0 0
Liberia 21 76 0 30 0 0 0 0
Macau 324 349 395 493 329 289 397 534
Malaysia 1,255 943 656 498 396 57 54 63
Mauritius 67 58 74 41 21 23 23 8
Philippines 668 174 177 431 294 278 38 38
Singapore 128 127 4 2 47 3 0 3
Taiwan 0 49 96 6 74 4 99 0
United States 2 0 134 80 111 17 5 13
Others 120 99 101 133 92 72 94 10,147
Total 3,537 4,019 2,726 3,092 2,952 2,954 4,993 15,044

Grand Total 6,519 11,419 29,632 28,733 36,151 39,228 39,117 58,725

Note:  All data are reported in product weight  

Source: Hong Kong Customs 


